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‘Create in India, says
task force on gaming,
animation and VFX

The task force has proposad a national AVGC-Extended Reality

Mission with 2 budget outlay to be created for the Integrated
promotion and growth of the sector. v sARUNAKARAN

Devesh K. Pandev
NEW DELHI

A “Create in India” cam-
paign with an exclusive fo-
Cus on content creation; an
intermational platform for
animation, visual effects,
gaming and comics (AVGC)
aimed at attracting foreiggn
direct investment, co-pro-
duction treaties and inno-
vation in collaboration
with international counter-
parts; national and region-
al centres of excellence for
skill development; and lev-
eragng the National Edu-
cation Policy to develop
creative thinking at school
level.

These are among the re-
commendations in the re-
port of a task force on
AVGC promotion, submit-
ted to the Union govern-
ment. The task force has
proposed a national AVGC-
Extended Reality Mission
with a budget outlay to be
created for the integrated

promotion and growth of
the sector.

Draft national and State
policies for the promotion
of the sector have been
submitted by the task
force, which presented the
report to Information &
Broadcasting Minister Anu-
rag Thakur on December
22. Chaired by I&B Secre-
tary Apurva Chandra, the
group comprised Secretar-
ies of the associated Union
Ministries, including those
of Skill Development, Edu-
cation, Electronics and In-
formation Technology, be-
sides prominent faces of
the sector.

“The Ministry of Educa-
tion may advise NCERT
(National Council of Edu-
cational Research and
Training) to create books
focusing on subjects rele-
vant to AVGC,” the repon
said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and Comic (AVGC) Task Force

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had made an announcement during her Budget 2022 speech on 1 February that India’s creative industries
have been waiting for a long time.

AVGC Task Force was constituted under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of | & B, Shri Apurva Chandra, to help realize the full potential

of the AVGC sector In India, with key stakeholders from the Industry and the Government

The task force aims to:

provide focused thrust for the growth of the sector by driving the institutional efforts to guide the policies of growth for this sector,
establish standards for AVGC education in India,

actively collaborate with industry and international AVGC institutes, and

enhance the global positioning of the Indian AVGC industry.

Potential

* India has the potential to capture 5% global market share in AVGC sector by 2025
 Also has potential of 1.6 lakh jobs annually.

» According to a Redseer report done with Lumikai, India’s gaming market is expected to jump from $2.2 billion in value in 2021 to $7 billion

by 2026. Also, India’s gamer base 1s expected to touch 700 million by 2025. The report also found that gaming company studios increased
from just 25 in 2015 to over 500 in 2021.



Challenges facing the task force when it comes to the gaming industry

» Talent development:

 Creation of Centres of Excellence encourages institutes to come up with video game development courses. This has to be a constant
endeavour to encourage youth to take up game tech and game design as a mainstream career option.

 Financing:
 This includes a combination of government and private sector financing.
 Access to global best practices:
« Having worked in the gaming sector for over a decade, Sehgal has seen the benefits of knowledge exchange between industries in different
geographies.
» India has a thriving deep tech and animation sector, but there is still a lot to learn when it comes to best practices in areas like data science,
U1l/UX design, and there is immense potential for collaboration.

 Building from India for the world:

« The last two years have been exciting, and Indian companies are seizing the global landscape in the B2B, SaaS, and edtech space. We
should be leading from the front when it comes to gaming culture and entertainment as well



Domestic Industry Development for Global Access

« A National AVGC-XR Mission with a budget outlay to be created for integrated promotion & growth of the AVGC sector.
« Launch of a ‘Create in India’ campaign with exclusive focus on content creation, In India, For India & For World!

« With a goal to make India the global hub for AVGC, institute an International AVGC Platform, along with a Gaming Expo) with focus on
FDI, Co-production treaties and Innovation.

« Establish a National Centre of Excellence (COE) for the AVGC sector to become an international reference point across Skilling, Education,
Industry Development and Research & Innovation for the AVGC sector. Reaional COEs will be instituted in collaboration with the State

Developing Talent ecosystem to realize Demographic Dividends

 Leverage NEP to develop creative thinking with dedicated AVGC course content at school levels, to build foundational skills and to create
awareness about AVGC as a career choice.

« Launch AVGC focused UG/ PG courses with standard curriculum and globally recognized degrees. Standardize admission tests for AVGC
related courses (viz, MECAT by MESC).

» With an eye on the demand of 20 Lakh skilled professionals in AVGC sector in this decade, augment skilling initiatives for AVGC sector

under MESC. Enhance Industry participation to ensure employment opportunities and absorption for students from non-metro cities and NE
states.

Enhancing Technology & Financial Viability for Indian AVGC Industry

« Democratize AVGC technologies by promoting subscription-based pricing models for MSME, Start-Ups and institutions.

« Made in India for AVGC technologies through incentive schemes for R&D and IP creation. Evaluate PLI scheme to incentivize AVGC
hardware manufacturers.

« Enhanced Ease of Doing Business in AVGC sector I1.e tax benefits, import duties, curbing piracy, etc.
 Leverage Start-Up India to provide technical, financial and market access assistance to AVGC entrepreneurs to promote culture of R&D and

Raising India’s soft power through an Inclusive growth

« Establish a dedicated Production Fund for domestic content creation from across India to promote Indian culture & heritage globally.
Evaluate Reservation for high-quality indigenous content by broadcasters.

 For an Inclusive India, target skilling and industry outreach for youth in Tier 2 & 3 towns and villages in India. Establish Special incentives
for women entrepreneurs in AVGC sector.

* Promote local Children’s channels for raising awareness on rich culture and history of India among children and youth
e Establish framework to ensure Child Riahts Protection in the diaital world



Expedite classification of
nomadic tribes in quota
lists, panel tells Centre

Parllamentary panel on Soctal Justice and Empowerment notes the process has been ‘very slow’;

says the delay will increase communities’ suffering and deprive them of welfare scheme benefits

MEW DELHI

he parliamentary

panel on Social Jus-

tice and Empower-
ment has pulled up the Un-
ion povernment over the
“wary slow” process to ca-
tegorise over 260 denodi-
fied, nomadic and semi-no-
madic tribes under the
SC/STAOBRC Ksts. Govern-
ment officiaks have pointed
out that this has delayed
the approval of benefits
under the SEED (5cheme
for Ecomomic Empower-
ment of NTs) launched in
February this year.

The  scheme Was
launched by Union Social
Justice Minister Virendra
Kumar, with the aim of
providing free competitive
exam coaching, health in-
surance, housing  assis-
tance, and livelihood initia-
tives, An amount of T200
crore has been allocated
for this scheme - to be
spent over five years from
2020-22 to 2025-26.

As of December 26
evening., a total of over

in red tape: Orecr 5,400 applications had been recatved under the

Schemie for Economic Empowermient of DNTS. ALE PHOTO

5400 applications had
been received under the
SEED, nome of which have
been approved and no
amount ks been
sanchoned.

The panel, in a report
tabled in Parliament this
Winter Session, noted that
it had earlier too flagged
the “inability ofthe depart-
ment o take necessary ac-
tion” on the speedy and ac-
curate categorisation of
these communities.

After the povernment
said that the work was pro-
ceeding and would be fin-
ished by 2022, the panel
sdid the process was still

very slow: [t added, “Delay
in locating them would in-
crease their suffering and
they would not be able to

et benefit of the prevailing
schemes meamnt for the

welfare of 5C/5T="
The panel further said it

expects the povernment to
expedite this exercise and

fimish it in a time-bound

manner and sought de-
tailed timelines for the

Sdme.

Department’s response

[n response to the panel’s
concerns, the Department
of Social Justice and Empo-
werment had submitted

that the Anthropological
Survey of India had sub-
mitted reporis on categon-
sation of 48 DNT commmun-
itie= so far. In addition, of
the 267 communities not
categorised so far, the AnSl
has finished studies on 24
communities, with Tribal
Research Institutes study-
imgr 12 of the commumnities.

Further, the AnSl is fina-
lising studies on 16l com-
munities and is expected
to finish studying the re-
maining communities
(about 701 by the end of
. 1ol

More than 10 crore In-
dians from over 1400 com-
munities are either denoti-
fied, nomeadic or
semi-nomadic. OF this, the
[date Commission had ca-
tegorized 1,262 communi-
ties under SC/5T/OBC lists
and 2&7 commumities were
left uncategorised. Ewen
the communities categor-
ized by the Idate Commis-
sion are not accurate with
many communities ap-
pearing in 5C lists in one
State or district and on the
5T Kist in anaother.
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Scheme for Economic Empowerment of Scheme for Economic Empowerment of
Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (SEED)

De-Notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes

» These are communities that are the most vulnerable and deprived.

« DNTs are communities that were ‘notified’ as being ‘born criminals’ during the British regime under a series of laws starting with the
Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.

» These Acts were repealed by the Independent Indian Government in 1952, and these communities were "De-Notified".
A few of these communities which were listed as de-notified were also nomadic.

« Nomadic and semi-nomadic communities are defined as those who move from one place to another rather than living in one place all the
time.

« Historically, Nomadic Tribes and De-notified Tribes never had access to private land or home ownership.

» While most DNTs are spread across the Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Other Backward Classes (OBC) categories, some
DNTs are not covered in any of the SC, ST or OBC categories.

* It has been estimated that South Asia has the world’s largest nomadic population.
* In India, roughly 10% of the population is Denotified and Nomadic.
« While the number of Denotified Tribes Is about 150, the population of Nomadic Tribes consists of about 500 different communities.

Related commissions and committees

» These include the Criminal Tribes Inquiry Committee, 1947 constituted in the United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh),
 Ananthasayanam Ayyangar Committee in 1949 (it was based on the report of this committee the Criminal Tribes Act was repealed),
« Kaka Kalelkar Commission (also called first OBC Commission) constituted in 1953.

« The B P Mandal Commission constituted in 1980 also made some recommendations on the issue.

» The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (NCRWC), 2002 held that DNTs have been wrongly stigmatised as
crime prone and subjected to high handed treatment as well as exploitation by the representatives of law and order and general society




Developmental Efforts Regarding DNT

« National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT)
» A National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) was constituted in 2006 by the then government.
« It was headed by Balkrishna Sidram Renke and submitted its report in 2008.
» The commission held that “It is an irony that these tribes somehow escaped the attention of our Constitution makers.
* They are deprived of Constitutional support unlike Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes”.
« Renke commission
« The Renke commission estimated their population at around 10.74 crores based on Census 2001.
 ldate Commission
» The National Commission was constituted in 2015 under the chairmanship of Shri Bhiku Ramji ldate.

« This commission was tasked to identify and properly list DNT communities in different states, to evaluate the progress of development of
these communities in the states.

« Based on the recommendation of this commission, the Government of India set up the Development and Welfare Board for DNTs, SNTs
&NTs (DWBDNCSs) in 2019.

Schemes for DNT

« Dr. Ambedkar Pre-Matric and Post-Matric Scholarship for DNTSs:

 This Centrally Sponsored Scheme was launched w.e.f. 2014-15 for the welfare of those DNT students who are not covered under SC, ST or
OBC.

» Nanaji Deshmukh Scheme of Construction of Hostels for DNT Boys and Girls:

 This Centrally Sponsored Scheme launched w.e.f. 2014-15 is implemented through State Governments/ UT Administrations/ Central
Universities.

« From the year 2017-18, the scheme "Assistance to Voluntary Organization working for the Welfare of OBCs " has been extended for DNT.




Scheme for Economic Empowerment of Scheme for Economic Empowerment of
Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (SEED)

The Scheme for Economic Empowerment of Denotified/Nomadic/SemiNomadic (SEED) communities was launched in February 2022 by the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

It aims to provide free competitive exam coaching to these students, to provide health insurance to families, to uplift clusters of these communities

through livelihood initiatives, and to provide financial assistance for housing.

Components:

 Free coaching to students from these communities for Civil Services, entry to professional courses like medicine, engineering, MBA, etc.
 Health Insurance through PMJAY of National Health Authority.

* Livelihoods to support income generation

« Housing (through Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana (PMAY/IAY)).

Features:

* It ensures expenditure of Rs.200 crore to be spent over five years beginning 2021-22.

« The DWBDNCs (Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities) has been tasked with the
Implementation of this scheme.

« An online portal has been developed by the department which will ensure seamless registration and will also act as a repository of the data
on these communities.



Unfunded pension scheme is a tax
on future generations, says Sanyal

Revival of old pension scheme by some States reverses recent penslon reforms savs member of PM's FAC; economist sees

2023 as a difficult period given current stress in global economy; urges vigilance over prospect of resurgence of COVID-I9

PressTrust of India
MEW DELHI

oncerned over re-
vival of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme by cer-
tain Opposition-ruked
States, Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minis-
ter (EAC-PM) member 5an-
jeev Samyal on Monday
said unfunded pension
schemes are ultimately a
tax on future generations.
Mr. Samyal further said
given the current stress in
ihe plobal economy and
ihe repeated downgrades
done to world GDP growth

Word of caution
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numbers by international
agencies, it was quite ob-
vious that 3023 would also
be a difficult period.

“It should be very clear

that unfunded pension
schemes are ultimately tax
on future generations. The-

refore, one should be very,
very careful to reverse pen-
gsion reforms that have
been done with great diffi-
culty owver the last couple
of decades,” he told PTI.
Mr. Sanyal was respond-
ing to & question on some
Opposition-ruled  Stafes’
decision to switch to the
0id Pension Scheme (OPS).
The OPS, under which
the entire pension amount
wis given by the povern-
mient, was discomtinued by
the MDA government in
2003 from April 1, 2004,
On overall macroeco-
nomic sitwation, he opined

that apart from the pro-
blems in eastern Europe, a
sharp surge in COVIID cases
in China will possibly have
spillovers on rest of the
workd's economic growth.

According to him, India
needs to be vigilant about
the prospect of resurgence
of OOVID-19.

“There are macroseco-
nomic stability issues that
we neead to be continuous-
lv monitoring particulariy
in the area of inflation and
also in the case of current
account given that our ex-
port markets are all skow-
imgg down,™ he opined.
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National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)

NCPCR Is a statutory body set up in March 2007 under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.

It is under the administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child Development.

The Commission's mandate is to ensure that all laws, policies, programmes, and administrative mechanisms are in consonance with the child
rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

» Any person between the ages of zero and eighteen is considered a child.

It inquires into complaints relating to a child's right to free and compulsory education under the Right to Education Act, 2009.

It monitors the implementation of Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012.




NCPCR warns NGOs over depiction of vulnerable children for fundraising

f/ -

SPECIAL

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The practice of civil society
Organisations using repre-
sentative visuals for fun-
draising activities concern-
ing development issues
such as malnutrition now
faces mew scrutiny, with
the National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (WCPCR) issuing a
directive to non-govern-
mental organisations
(ME0) not to depict valner-
able children.

A 2013 campaign by a
LLE.-based NGO, Save the
Children, titled “Khushi”,
featured a 20-month-old
baby lying on a hospital
bed at a malnutrition treat-
ment centre in Tonk, Ha-
jasthan. The baby was vi-
deographed as a helpless
and needy child, with the
CAMErd ZoOming intc a
close-up of her face and
eyes as she looks morosely
into it

The narrator describes
her as a malnourished

child in need of help and
makes an ardent appeal:
“Please, will you help?
Please, donate 500 a
month  and make a
difference.”

The campaign, which
gimed to raise money for
the NGO's initiative against
malmutrition, came under
scrutiny from several cor-
ners over the use of the im-
ages of a vulnerable child.

The campaign ran for
SEVETH] YEArs eVen as some
within the NGO were
shocked that their organi-
sation did not know the lat-
est on the well-being and
whereabouts of the child
featured in its campaign.

Mow, another campaign
by the same NGO, titled
“Anand”, depicting an
emaciated infant whose
ribs can be seen sticking
out under his skin, i= at the
cenire of a fresh controver-
sy that has sparked a de-
bate on the imagery among
child rights organisations.

On December 2, the
NCPCR wrote to NGOs
across the country on the
practice of “raising fund-
ing, domestic as well as in-

ternational, for their NGOs
through  advertiserment
while showing vulnerable
minor children in deplora-
ble conditions™.

The letter asked NGOs
to refrain from such depic-
tion as it amounted to a
violation of the Juwenile
Justice Act, 2015.

This missive was pre-
ceded by another letter
from the Ministry of Wo-
men and Child Dewvelop-
ment (MoWCD) on Novem-
ber 2 o all States and
Union Territories.

The letter named Save
the Children and #ts cam-
paign to tackle malnutri-
tion in tribal children by
raising ¥B00 from the gen-
eral public, and called it
misleading on the ground
that the issue of malnutri-
tion was being “vigorously
pursued” by the govern-
ment through its Saksham
Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0
scheme.

It alsp asked States to
“report” similar incidents
mvolving NGOs, take “ap-
propriaste measures to ex-
pose the false information™
and “alert beneficaries

Enswring welfare: The rights body sald that such depictions

amount to violation of the Juvenila Justice Act. ALE PHOTD

ahout false claims made by
them”. Both the letters
were based on a detailed
complaint by a Rajya Sab-
ha member.

Sudharshan Suchi, CED
of Save the Children, did
not respond to a question-
naire e-mailed to him,
seeking detzils of his or-
ganisation’s policy on the
use of imagery imvolving
children, and the wherea-
bouts of the child
“Kinshi™,

Images taken down

The images fom the
“Anand” campaign have
since been pulled down

and the NGO's website is
now replete with images of
happy children.

Save the Childrens
“statement of principles”
regarding the use of imag-
ery, specifically the por-
trayal of children in a 2007
document — it updated its
media policy following wi-
despread criticism — avail-
able on its website states its
“clear priority is to pener-
ate the response that will
help fund our work™ which
requires that “we create
and publish challenging,
hard-hitting imagery ™.

However, efforts are
made to ensure it does not

objectify, belittle or debu-
manise children, the NGO
says. Informed consent of
the subject or their family
is obtained for photos and
it is ensured that they un-
derstand the use to which
their images may be put as
well as the possible conse-
quences, the NGO says. It
adds that rigorous proce-
dures are also undertaken
to minimise any risk to the
children, and no more
than two of the following
pieces of information are
given out: a childs full
name, image and location.

The Ethical Image Poli-
cy of another NGO, Wate-
riid, also pays attention to
what is allowed or not al-
lowed in post-production,
and how long images can
be used. In order to ensure
visual representation is
more egalitarian and parti-
cipatory, it has also started
hiring and training kocal
people to work as “photo,
film and story gatherers™,
and trains children and
young adults in Pakistan
and Mepal to use cameras
to commmunicate isswes that
affect them.

The UMICEF's “Eight
guick steps to ethical imag-
ery” sugpests asking the
guestion — “If she/he were
my child, how would 1
want her/him portrayed?”
It also wams against the
other extreme of using
happy and cute images of
children as they “tend to
objectify children into an
idealised and sentimental-
ised happiness that ne-
mtes the complexity of
their real hfe”.

Mamny in the civil society
have welcomed the po-
vernment's directive.

“We ensure that we
don't present children in
their vulnerability, though
those representations ap-
peal most to the people. In-
stead we present strength
and digmity. The poorest of
children do laugh and have
managed to live with digni-
ty. Therefore, the govern-
ment’s position is the right
one,” Kavita Ratna, direc-
tor, advocacy and fundrais-
ing, The Concerned for
Working Children, said.

But the agency of the
subjects involved is crucial
and if it is the dedsion of

the community to be dep-
icted ina difficult situation,

then that is also taken into

account, she added.
Ms. Hatna, however,

points owt that there i also

a need for @ mind shift as
the donor community ap-
pears to need or respond
to ewocative pictures in
fund-raising.

The povernment's con-
cern over visual represen-
tation of children comes at
a time when it has dogged-
ly challenged global re-

ports on rising levels of

malmutrition in [ndia.

In 2020, a warning on
hiew COVID-I's impact on
access to healthcare servic-
es and food systems could
result in a rise in malnour-
ishied children led to Smrit
Irani, the Minister for Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment, calling up the UN
headquarters.

The Union government
has also repeatedly reject-
ed India's performance in
the Global Hunger Index
and questioned the metho-
dology. India was ranked
107 among 121 countries in
2022 on the index.
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Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister

EAC-PM is a non-constitutional, non-statutory, independent body constituted to give ad *2e on econ>.lc 2n2 r2*atzc e 2s2 e Coverne t o
India, specifically to the Prime Minister.

The council serves to highlight key economic issues to the government of India from a neutral viewpoint.

It advises the Prime Minister on economic issues like inflation, microfinance, and industrial output.

For administrative, logistic, planning and budgeting purposes, the NITI Aayog serves as the Nodal Agency for the EAC-PM.

Terms of Reference of EAC-PM:

 Analyzing any issue, economic or otherwise, referred to it by the Prime Minister and advising him thereon,
 Addressing issues of macroeconomic importance and presenting views thereon to the Prime Minister.

» These could be either suo-motu or on reference from the Prime Minister or anyone else.

» It also includes attending to any other task as may be desired by the Prime Minister from time to time.

Periodic Reports:

« Annual Economic Outlook.
 Review of the Economy.




QUIZ OF THE DAY

Q1. Consider.the following statement:

1. Diesel-electric submarines need to resurface more frequently, making them easier to detect.

2. Andia iIsamong six nations that have nuclear-powered submarines, alongside the US, the UK, Russia,/krance and China.
3. Indiahas INS Chakra 2, a type of nuclear-powered submarine.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

a) 1land2only

b) 2and 3 only

c) 1and3only

d) 1,2and 3

Q2. Consider the following statements with respect to Interpol.

1. It was established in 1923 and India:\was a founding member of Interpol.

2. Itis an international organization that facilitates worldwide police cooperation and crime centrol.
3. Research and Analysis Winguis India‘s nodal agency for Interpol.

Which of the statements given above.is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 only

d)1,2and 3
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