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India and China to keep dialogue 

channels open



What's the source of tension?

• China and India share a disputed 3,440km (2,100 mile) long de facto border - called the Line of Actual Control, or LAC - which is poorly 
demarcated. 

• Rivers, lakes and snowcaps along the frontier mean the line can shift, bringing soldiers face to face at many points, sparking a confrontation.

• The two nations are also competing to build infrastructure along the border, which is also known as the Line of Actual Control. 

• India's construction of a new road to a high-altitude air base is seen as one of the main triggers for a clash with Chinese troops in June that 
left at least 20 Indian soldiers dead.

Why wasn’t any firearm used in conflict?

• 1996 Agreement

• The 1996 agreement is on Confidence-Building Measures in the Military Field along the Line of Actual Control in the India-China 
Border Areas.

• Article VI (1) of the 1996 agreement says “With a view to preventing dangerous military activities along the line of actual control in the 
India-China border areas… Neither side shall open fire, cause bio-degradation, use hazardous chemicals, conduct blast operations or hunt 
with guns or explosives within two kilometres from the line of actual control. This prohibition shall not apply to routine firing activities in 
small arms firing ranges.”

• However, it is Article VI (4) that is more applicable in the current instance: “If the border personnel of the two sides come in a face-to-face 
situation due to differences on the alignment of the line of actual control or any other reason, they shall exercise self-restraint and take all 
necessary steps to avoid an escalation of the situation. Both sides shall also enter into immediate consultations through diplomatic and/or 
other available channels to review the situation and prevent any escalation of tension.”

• 2005 Agreement

• In Article 1: “the two sides will resolve the boundary question through peaceful and friendly consultations. Neither side shall use or 
threaten to use force against the other by any means”.

• The 2013 Agreement on Border Defence Cooperation also stated that neither side shall use its military capability against the other.

• Since no round has been fired on the Sino-India border in Ladakh after 1962 and with a view to preventing any escalation, these routines of 
not firing have been drilled into the soldiers.
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Human 

papillomavirus 

(HPV)

It is the most common viral infection of the reproductive tract

There are more than 100 types of HPV.

More than 40 types of HPV are spread through direct sexual contact.

Out of these 40, two cause genital warts, while about a dozen of HPV cause 
different types of cancer including cervical, anal, oropharyngeal, penile, vulvar 
and vaginal

HPV is a sexually transmitted infection (STI). 





Cervical cancer

It is a common sexually transmitted infection. 

Long-lasting infection with certain types of HPV is the main cause of cervical cancer

Worldwide, cervical cancer is the second most common cancer type and the second most 
common cause of cancer death in women of reproductive age (15–44)

Cervical cancer is preventable, but kills one woman every eight minutes in the country

Screening and vaccination are two powerful tools that are available for preventive cervical cancer



HPV vaccine

Quadrivalent 
vaccine

It protects against four types of HPV

Eg: Gardasil

Bivalent vaccine

It protects against2 types of HPV 

Eg: Cervarix

Non valent 
vaccine

These vaccines prevent cervical cancer in 
women and girls who have not yet been 

exposed to the virus

Eg: Gardasil 9



Cervavac

is India’s first quadrivalent human papillomavirus vaccine (qHPV) 
vaccine.

It is intended to protect women against cervical cancer

Although HPV vaccination was introduced in 2008, it has yet to 
be included in the national immunisation programme

The vaccine is based on VLP (virus like particles), similar to the 
hepatitis B vaccine, and provides protection by generating antibodies 
against the HPV virus’s L1 protein



It was established by an order of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) in 2001.

As India’s apex advisory body on immunization, the NTAGI provides guidance and advice to the MoHFW on provision of vaccination and 
immunization services for the effective control of vaccine preventable diseases in the country.

NTAGI of India fulfils a need for informing decision-making concerning the introduction of new vaccines and strengthening the Universal 
Immunisation Programme (UIP).

The role and membership of NTAGI have expanded over the years in tune with the emerging needs and priorities of the Government of India.

The NTAGI includes a Standing Technical Sub-Committee (STSC).

The STSC is tasked with undertaking technical review of scientific evidence on matters related to immunization policy and programmes.

Final recommendations are drafted by the NTAGI taking into account the scientific review by the STSC and any other relevant evidence.

National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI)



12

03

India abstains from UNSC vote on Myanmar, 

calls for quiet and constructive diplomacy

K S Deepak



What is the situation in Myanmar?

• General Min Aung Hlaing - commander-in-chief of the Tatmadaw, or military, is in charge.

• He and his junta (group of military leaders) took charge after ousting the elected, civilian government.

• He declared a state of emergency but has promised a "free and fair" election in the future.
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What is Collegium system?

Art. 124
(2) Every Judge of the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal after consultation 

with such of the Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Courts in the States as the President may deem necessary for the

purpose and shall hold office until he attains the age of sixty-five years:

Provided that in the case of appointment of a Judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of India shall always be 

consulted



First Judges Case (1981)

• S.P. Gupta v Union of India

• Consultation doesn’t means concurrence

Second Judges Case (1993)

• Consultation means concurrence

Advice of SC

• President under the provisions of Art. 143 asked advice on whether the advice of CJI is his sole opinion or not?

Third Judges Case (1998)

• SC clarified that it is not the sole opinion of CJI and he must consult 4 other senior most SC judges.

• Expanded the Collegium to a five-member body, comprising the CJI and four of his senior-most colleagues

99th Amendment

• Parliament enacted 99th CAA and formed National Judicial appointments committee to make judicial appointments

Fourth Judges Case (2015)

• The NJAC Act was termed unconstitutional and was struck down, citing it as having affected the independence of the judiciary



Issues with the current collegium system

The collegium system does not provide any guidelines or criteria for the appointment of the Supreme Court judges and it increases the ambit of 
favouritism. 

In the collegium system, there are no criteria for testing the candidate or for doing a background check to establish the credibility of the candidate. 
The absence of an administrative body is also a reason for worry because it means that the members of the collegium system are not answerable 
for the selection of any of the judges.

The ‘Second Judges Case’ established the supremacy of the judiciary over the executive. This system disturbs the principle of check and balance. 
The check and balance principle is necessary because it ensures that no organ of democracy is exercising its power in an excessive manner. 

NJAC was struck down for its unconstitutionality, but a closer look at the collegium system tells us that even though the collegium system is not 
mentioned anywhere in the Constitution, rather it has evolved over a period of time from different landmark cases. 

The collegium system lacks transparency.

Nepotism has been often witnessed in the judiciary due to a lack of criteria for the appointment of judges. Nepotism leads to mediocrity due to 
biases in the judicial setup. 
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Greenwashing

What is it?

• Greenwashing is the process of conveying a false impression or misleading information about how a company’s products are 
environmentally sound. Greenwashing involves making an unsubstantiated claim to deceive consumers into believing that a company’s 
products are environmentally friendly or have a greater positive environmental impact than they actually do.

• The term greenwashing was first used in 1986 by Jay Westerveld, an American environmentalist and researcher.

How Greenwashing Works

• Also known as “green sheen,” greenwashing is an attempt to capitalize on the growing demand for environmentally sound products, whether 
that means they are more natural, healthier, free of chemicals, recyclable, or less wasteful of natural resources.

• More recently, some of the world’s biggest carbon emitters, such as conventional energy companies, have attempted to rebrand themselves as 
champions of the environment. Products are greenwashed through a process of renaming, rebranding, or repackaging them. Greenwashed 
products might convey the idea that they’re more natural, wholesome, or free of chemicals than competing brands.

Examples of Greenwashing

• A trash bag is labeled “recyclable.” Trash bags are not ordinarily separated from other trash at the landfill or incinerator, so they are highly 
unlikely to be used again for any purpose. The claim is deceptive because it asserts an environmental benefit where no meaningful benefit 
exists.



QUIZ OF THE DAY

Q1. Panchamrit is related to which of the following sector?

a) Education

b) Health

c) Energy

d) National Security

Q2. Which of the following is/are the likely consequences of farm loan waiver schemes:

1. It may increase fiscal deficits for States.

2. Cost of borrowing for States may increase.

3. It may limit the ability to undertake productive capital expenditure in the agriculture sector.

Choose the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3
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