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Indian and Chinese soldiers clash near 

Arunachal border



What's the source of tension?

• China and India share a disputed 3,440km (2,100 mile) long de facto border - called the Line of Actual Control, or LAC - which is poorly 
demarcated. 

• Rivers, lakes and snowcaps along the frontier mean the line can shift, bringing soldiers face to face at many points, sparking a confrontation.

• The two nations are also competing to build infrastructure along the border, which is also known as the Line of Actual Control. 

• India's construction of a new road to a high-altitude air base is seen as one of the main triggers for a clash with Chinese troops in June that 
left at least 20 Indian soldiers dead.

Why wasn’t any firearm used in conflict?

• 1996 Agreement

• The 1996 agreement is on Confidence-Building Measures in the Military Field along the Line of Actual Control in the India-China 
Border Areas.

• Article VI (1) of the 1996 agreement says “With a view to preventing dangerous military activities along the line of actual control in the 
India-China border areas… Neither side shall open fire, cause bio-degradation, use hazardous chemicals, conduct blast operations or hunt 
with guns or explosives within two kilometres from the line of actual control. This prohibition shall not apply to routine firing activities in 
small arms firing ranges.”

• However, it is Article VI (4) that is more applicable in the current instance: “If the border personnel of the two sides come in a face-to-face 
situation due to differences on the alignment of the line of actual control or any other reason, they shall exercise self-restraint and take all 
necessary steps to avoid an escalation of the situation. Both sides shall also enter into immediate consultations through diplomatic and/or 
other available channels to review the situation and prevent any escalation of tension.”

• 2005 Agreement

• In Article 1: “the two sides will resolve the boundary question through peaceful and friendly consultations. Neither side shall use or 
threaten to use force against the other by any means”.

• The 2013 Agreement on Border Defence Cooperation also stated that neither side shall use its military capability against the other.

• Since no round has been fired on the Sino-India border in Ladakh after 1962 and with a view to preventing any escalation, these routines of 
not firing have been drilled into the soldiers.
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Need to Reform UNSC

• UN represents a larger world and the irony is that it has only 5 permanent members in its such an important body.

• Current composition of the Security Council represents the post World War II realities and thus is not in pace with the changing
balance of power in the world.

• The regions like far East Asia, South America, Africa have no representation in the permanent membership of the council

• Misuse of Veto Power

• Lack of Global Governance:

• There are no regulatory mechanisms for global commons like the Internet, Space, High Seas (beyond one’s EEZ-exclusive 
economic zone)

Case for Permanent Membership of India in UNSC

• India is the founding member of the UN

• India has almost twice the number of peacekeepers deployed on the ground than by P5 countries

• India, till now has been elected for eight terms for a two-year non-permanent member seat

• India is the largest democracy and second-most populous country in the world

• India's acquired status of a Nuclear Weapons State (NWS) in May 1998 also makes India a natural claimant as a permanent member 
similar to the existing permanent members who are all Nuclear Weapon States

• India has been inducted in various export control regimes like MTCR, Wassenaar arrangement, etc

• India is the undisputed leader of the Third world countries, as reflected by its leadership role in the Non-Aligned Movement

• The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four countries which support each other’s bids for permanent seats 
on the United Nations Security Council



Challenges in Permanent Membership of India in UNSC

• India has still not signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and also refused to sign the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty 

• China, which has veto power in the UNSC being one of its five permanent members is against India's efforts to become a permanent
member

• The five permanent members themselves don’t want anyone to come on board with them

• In the year 2005, when G4 came with a resolution for the expansion of the council, U.S. and China lobbied very hard with African
countries to ensure that they do not vote for the resolution.

• One country opposing another country’s bid for the permanent membership from a region.

• Pakistan does not want India to be the permanent member of the council.

• China has serious objections to Japan being there in the Security Council.

• Italy trying to compete with Germany in Europe for a place in the Security Council.

• Argentia does not agree with the fact that Brazil should represent South America in the UNSC as a permanent representative

• Coffee Club/Uniting for Consensus

• Expansion of the council may lead to a decline in its efficiency and functioning

• In Africa, there is still no consensus on which country should represent the region as a permanent member



United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT)

The United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT) was established on 15 June 2017 through the adoption of UN General Assembly 
Resolution 71/291. 

Mr. Vladimir Voronkov was appointed as its first Under-Secretary-General.

The creation of the Office is considered as the first major institutional reform undertaken by the UN Secretary-General António Guterres following 
his report (A/71/858) on the Capability of the United Nations to Assist Member States in implementing the United Nations Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy. 

The Office of Counter-Terrorism has five main functions:

• Provide leadership on the General Assembly counter-terrorism mandates entrusted to the Secretary-General from across the United Nations 
system

• Enhance coordination and coherence across the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact entities to ensure the balanced 
implementation of the four pillars of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy

• Strengthen the delivery of United Nations counter-terrorism capacity-building assistance to Member States

• Improve visibility, advocacy and resource mobilization for United Nations counter-terrorism efforts

• Ensure that due priority is given to counterterrorism across the United Nations system and that the important work on preventing violent 
extremism is firmly rooted in the Strategy



UNSC 1267 committee
It was first set up in 1999, and strengthened after the September, 2001 attacks. It is now known as the Da’esh and Al Qaeda 
Sanctions Committee.

It comprises all permanent and non-permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).

The 1267 list of terrorists is a global list, with a UNSC stamp

Process by which people are listed under UNSC 1267

• Any member state can submit a proposal for listing an individual, group, or entity.

• The 1267 Committee meets as required with a notice of four working days.

• Decisions on listing and de-listing are adopted by consensus.

• The proposal is sent to all the members, and if no member objects within five working days, the proposal is adopted. An 
“objection” means curtains for the proposal.

• Any member of the Committee may also put a “technical hold” on the proposal, and ask for more information from the 
proposing member state. During this time, other members may also place their own holds.

• The matter remains on the “pending” list of the Committee until such time as the member state that has placed the hold 
decides to turn its decision into an “objection”, or until all those who have placed holds remove them within a timeframe 
laid down by the Committee.

• Pending issues must be resolved in six months, but the member state that has placed the hold may ask for an additional 
three months. At the end of this period, if an objection is not placed, the matter is considered approved.



It is mandated to monitor the implementation by Member States of 
measures to prevent terrorist acts proscribed by resolutions 1373 
(2001) and 1624 (2005)

Decisions in the Committee are reached by consensus

The Permanent Representative of India is the current Chair of the 
CTC

Counter-

Terrorism 

Committee 

(CTC)



UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy

What is UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy – GCTS?

• The UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy is a unique global instrument to enhance national, regional and international efforts to 
counter terrorism. 

• GCTS was adopted by consensus 15 years ago in 2006. All UN Member States agreed the first time to a common strategic and 
operational approach to fighting terrorism.

• The GCTS sends a clear message that terrorism is unacceptable in all its forms and manifestations.

• It also resolves to take practical steps, individually and collectively, to prevent and combat terrorism. Those practical steps include a 
wide array of measures ranging from strengthening state capacity to counter terrorist threats to better coordinating UN System’s
counter-terrorism activities.

The UN General Assembly reviews the Strategy every two years, making it a living document attuned to member states’ counter-terrorism 
priorities. The General Assembly reviews the Strategy and considers the adoption of a resolution.

Pillars or Function of UN Global Counter Terrorism Strategy

• Addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism

• Measures to prevent and combat terrorism

• Measures to build states’ capacity to prevent and combat terrorism and to strengthen the role of the United Nations system in that regard

• Measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the rule of law as the fundamental basis for the fight against terrorism
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The Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 2022

Highlights of the Bill

• The Bill amends the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 to empower the central government to specify a carbon credit trading scheme. 

• Designated consumers may be required to meet a proportion of their energy needs from non-fossil sources.

• The Energy Conservation Code for buildings will also apply to office and residential buildings with a connected load of 100 kilowatt or 
above.

• Energy consumption standards may be specified for vehicles and ships.



Key Features

• Carbon credit trading:  The Bill empowers the central government to specify a carbon credit trading scheme.   Carbon credit implies a 
tradeable permit to produce a specified amount of carbon dioxide or other greenhouse emissions.  The central government or any authorised 
agency may issue carbon credit certificates to entities registered and compliant with the scheme.  The entities will be entitled to trade the 
certificates.   Any other person may also purchase a carbon credit certificate on a voluntary basis.

• Obligation to use non-fossil sources of energy:  The Act empowers the central government to specify energy consumption standards.  The 
Bill adds that the government may require designated consumers to meet a minimum share of energy consumption from non-fossil sources.  
Different consumption thresholds may be specified for different non-fossil sources and consumer categories.  Designated consumers include: 
(i) industries such as mining, steel, cement, textile, chemicals, and petrochemicals, (ii) transport sector including Railways, and (iii) 
commercial buildings, as specified in the schedule.  Failure to meet this obligation will be punishable with a penalty of up to Rs 10 lakh.  It 
will also attract an additional penalty of up to twice the price of oil equivalent of energy consumed above the prescribed norm.

• Energy conservation code for buildings:  The Act empowers the central government to specify Energy Conservation Code for buildings.   
The code prescribes energy consumption standards in terms of area.  The Bill amends this to provide for an ‘Energy Conservation and 
Sustainable Building Code’. 

• This new code will provide norms for energy efficiency and conservation, use of renewable energy, and other requirements for green 
buildings.   Under the Act, the energy conservation code applies to commercial buildings: (i) erected after the notification of the Code, and 
(ii) having a minimum connected load of 100 kilowatt (kW) or contract load of 120 kilo volt ampere (kVA).  Under the Bill, the new Energy 
Conservation and Sustainable Building Code will also apply to the office and residential buildings meeting the above criteria.  The Bill 
empowers the state governments to lower the load thresholds.

• Standards for vehicles and vessels:  Under the Act, the energy consumption standards may be specified for equipment and appliances 
which consume, generate, transmit, or supply energy.  The Bill expands the scope to include vehicles (as defined under the Motor Vehicles 
Act, 1988), and vessels (includes ships and boats).  The failure to comply with standards will be punishable with a penalty of up to Rs 10 
lakh.   Non-compliance in case of vessels will attract an additional penalty of up to twice the price of oil equivalent of energy consumed 
above the prescribed norm.   Vehicle manufacturers in violation of fuel consumption norms will be liable to pay a penalty of up to Rs 50,000 
per unit of vehicles sold.

• Composition of the governing council of BEE:  The Act provides for the setting up of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE).  The Bureau 
has a governing council with members between 20 and 26 in number.  These include: (i) secretaries of six departments, (ii) representatives of 
regulatory authorities such as the Central Electricity Authority, and the Bureau of Indian Standards, and (iii) up to four members representing 
industries and consumers.   The Bill amends this to provide that the number of members will be between 31 and 37.  It increases the number 
of secretaries to 12.  It also provides for up to seven members representing industries and consumers. 



Key issues and analysis

• Regulation of carbon credit trading

• The question is which is the appropriate Ministry to regulate the carbon credit trading scheme

• As per the Act, the Ministry of Power will be the nodal Ministry for the regulation of the scheme, and the Bureau of Energy Efficiency 
under the Ministry of Power will be the implementing agency. However, the ambit of carbon credit trading could be wider than the
energy sector. In jurisdictions such as USA, UK, and Switzerland, the Environment Ministry or Environment Regulator implement
schemes similar to the one proposed by the Bill.

• No clarity on who will regulate the carbon credit market

• The Bill does not give clarity on how carbon credit certificates will be traded, or who will regulate such trading.  The question is if there 
were to be a regulator, should it be specified in the Act itself. 

• Same activity may be eligible under renewable energy, energy savings, and carbon credit trading schemes

• Currently, there are two key trading schemes operational in the energy sector in India: (i) Renewable Energy Certificate under the 
Electricity Act, 2003 for promoting renewable energy, and (ii) Energy Savings Certificate under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 for 
promoting energy efficiency. The Bill adds a tradeable carbon credit certificate for reducing carbon emissions.   The same activity may 
get covered under these schemes separately.

• Challenges in meeting non-fossil energy use obligation

• Choice in the energy mix of supply from discom:

• Typically, commercial establishments like a hotel in Delhi will be procuring energy from the discom of the area.  Under the Bill, an 
obligation may be cast upon it to procure electricity from non-fossil sources.  Power supply in an area is often a monopoly, that is, only 
one discom supplies electricity to all consumers in an area.  The hotel may not have control or choice over the mix of electricity it is
buying, since the energy mix is decided by the discom.

• Difficulties with open access:

• Amendments to Electricity Rules notified in June 2022 have allowed consumers with a minimum load of 100 kW to procure green energy 
from a generator of their choice (called open access).The earlier threshold was 1 MW.  As per these Rules, green energy includes
renewable energy such as solar, wind, and hydro, and green hydrogen and green ammonia.  However, the Ministry of Power had informed 
the Standing Committee on Energy (2022) that in most states, open access is not really a possibility for consumers as Regulatory
Commissions have stipulated high open access charges.



Key issues and analysis

• Implications of obligation for nascent technologies:

• Through the non-fossil energy use obligation, the Bill seeks to increase the demand for new sources of non-fossil energy and thereby their 
adoption.  The term non-fossil sources has not been defined in the Bill, the Act, or the Electricity Act, 2003.  The Bill defines energy as 
“any form of energy derived from fossil fuels or non-fossil sources or renewable sources”.  

• Hence, it distinguishes between non-fossil sources and renewable sources (which would include sources such as solar, wind, and hydro).  
As per the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill, examples of non-fossil sources include biomass, green hydrogen, green ammonia, 
biomass, and ethanol.

• There may not be a widespread generation of power from some of these sources that the consumer can access.  For instance, the share of 
biomass in India’s total installed electricity generation capacity was 2.5%, as of August 2022.

• Technologies such as green hydrogen and green ammonia are still at a nascent stage.  

• Currently, it may not be feasible to produce energy from them affordably.  

• Also, energy is a key input to industrial activity, and such an obligation may then adversely impact the competitiveness of the industry. 



QUIZ OF THE DAY

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana:

1. It gives monetary assistance of ₹3,000 to pregnant and lactating mothers for the birth of the first child.

2. The scheme is not applicable for those women who are employed by the Central or State governments.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q2. Consider the following statements:

1. Under Article 343 of the Constitution, the official language of the Union shall be Hindi in the Devanagari script.

2. The Eighth Schedule contains 22 languages including Hindi and English.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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